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winter between two guests meeting for the first time. “What do
you do for a living?” asked the first. Thinking for a moment, the
other guest slowly put his wine glass down and softly answered,
“You're asking the wrong question. You really should ask, ‘Who
am I?”” There was an awkward pause. “OK then, who are you?”
After another sip of wine, he replied, “I'm a skier. I've earned a
living at a few different things, but deep down, I've always been
a skier”

Oddly enough, it made sense. Because there is a bond, a
connection, a common denominator—call it what you will—
among those of us who share this passion for skiing. We are
proud to say we are skiers first. What we do for a living is simply
a logistical detail.

Skiing is, always has been, and always will be, an adventure
in lifestyle. The experiences we have, the people we have them
with, and the memories we create—be they on the glaciers, in
the trees, in the lodge, around a bonfire at night, or standing at
the landing looking out at the top of the world—these are the
suns around which our universe revolves.

At CMH we came from humble beginnings. A guide, a
group of skiers, a hut high in the mountains, a cook and hut-
keeper—that is our history and our shared experience. Over
time, huts have become lodges, cooks turned into chefs and
hut-keepers evolved into extraordinarily welcoming hosts.
There’s an Austrian word that captures this spirit: Huttenzauber,
which, in English simply means “Hut Magic.” With that guiding
notion, plus a good dose of humility, we awake each day eager to
recapture the magic.

This journal is but a small piece of our story, which in a
larger dimension is the story of our guests and our staff, and the
thousands of memorable interactions which make a season at
CMH what it is. As another glorious chapter looms before us, we
hope you enjoy our celebration of moments past, and moments
yet to come.

As a tribe we get to share a magical feeling: floating,
weightless, blessed with speed and the benefit of gravity, flying
with only a surface of untracked snow ahead of us, surrounded by
beauty. In this sense, skiing is not recreation. It is re-creation.

We can be whomever we choose. And for us, “skier” sounds
just about right.

David Barry, CEO

CMH The Journal of the World’s Greatest Skiing
Winter 2011/12

PO Box 1660, 217 Bear Street

Banff, Alberta ° o

T1L 1J6 Canada \Q Paper from
responsible sources

(403) 762.7100 E:‘w%g FSC® C009281

(800) 661.0252
www.cmhski.com
info@cmhinc.com

Project Management: Mark Piquette, Marty von Neudegg

Editor: Kevin Brooker (kevinbrooker@mac.com)

Production Manager: Patty Zinck

Correspondents: Topher Donahue, Lisa Richardson, Steven Threndyle

Photographers: Mike Artz, Topher Donahue, Ilja Herb, Fred Huser,
Roger Laurilla, Craig McGee, Alex O’Brien, Mike Welch, Brad White

Designers: Pryor Design Company — Scott Pryor, Laura Vernon |
www.prydesign.com

Printed in Canada: Kallen Printing Inc. | www.kallenprint.com

A ! | W



A TALE OF TWO CONTINENTS

0ld world meets new world and guiding has never been better.

A PAGE FROM CMH HISTORY

Hospitality evolves in a uniquely Canadian way.

GIRL POW(D)ER

Sorry boys. The powder ceiling has been shattered.
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SNOWTECH

Guides meld experience and technology to help decide where to ski.

MAGIC CARPET RIDE

Skiing is just half the fun.

FILM SCHOOL

Class is in session when Warren Miller comes to the Monashees.
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Not your average backcountry hut.

THE FOOD CHAIN

Culinary passion and sustainability are forefront at CMH.

MILLIONS OF FEET; MILLIONS OF MEMORIES

They say the first million is the hard part.

CMH YEARBOOK

Pictures and people from a fantastic winter at CMH.
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Chris Mink

Andrea Lustenberger sa

Lodge Manager, Monashees

With a father, Peter, who was a longtime
ski shop manager at various CMH

lodges, Andrea grew up in Invermere, BC
surrounded by the skiing lifestyle. She
raced in all disciplines at Panorama as
well as with the ski team at the University
of British Columbia, where she earned a
Bachelor of Science degree. But despite
her dad’s trade, she was slow to follow his
tracks. “It was only when | got older that
people | respected kept telling me that
CMH has the best skiing in the world,” she
says. “That’s why | came here, and that’s
why | stay.”

Erin Fiddick
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