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CMH: WHO 
WE ARE
I OVERHEARD A CURIOUS CONVERSATION at dinner last 
winter between two guests meeting for the first time. “What do 
you do for a living?” asked the first. Thinking for a moment, the 
other guest slowly put his wine glass down and softly answered, 
“You’re asking the wrong question. You really should ask, ‘Who 
am I?’” There was an awkward pause. “OK then, who are you?” 
After another sip of wine, he replied, “I’m a skier. I’ve earned a 
living at a few different things, but deep down, I’ve always been 
a skier.” 
 Oddly enough, it made sense. Because there is a bond, a 
connection, a common denominator—call it what you will—
among those of us who share this passion for skiing. We are 
proud to say we are skiers first. What we do for a living is simply 
a logistical detail.
 Skiing is, always has been, and always will be, an adventure 
in lifestyle. The experiences we have, the people we have them 
with, and the memories we create—be they on the glaciers, in 
the trees, in the lodge, around a bonfire at night, or standing at 
the landing looking out at the top of the world—these are the 
suns around which our universe revolves.
 At CMH we came from humble beginnings. A guide, a 
group of skiers, a hut high in the mountains, a cook and hut-
keeper—that is our history and our shared experience. Over 
time, huts have become lodges, cooks turned into chefs and 
hut-keepers evolved into extraordinarily welcoming hosts. 
There’s an Austrian word that captures this spirit: HÜttenzauber, 
which, in English simply means “Hut Magic.” With that guiding 
notion, plus a good dose of humility, we awake each day eager to 
recapture the magic.
 This journal is but a small piece of our story, which in a 
larger dimension is the story of our guests and our staff, and the 
thousands of memorable interactions which make a season at 
CMH what it is. As another glorious chapter looms before us, we 
hope you enjoy our celebration of moments past, and moments 
yet to come.
 As a tribe we get to share a magical feeling: floating, 
weightless, blessed with speed and the benefit of gravity, flying 
with only a surface of untracked snow ahead of us, surrounded by 
beauty. In this sense, skiing is not recreation. It is re-creation.
 We can be whomever we choose. And for us, “skier” sounds 
just about right.

David Barry, CEO
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A TALE OF TWO CONTINENTS
Old world meets new world and guiding has never been better.

MAGIC CARPET RIDE
 Skiing is just half the fun.

A PAGE FROM CMH HISTORY
Hospitality evolves in a uniquely Canadian way.

CMH YEARBOOK
Pictures and people from a fantastic winter at CMH.

GIRL POW(D)ER
Sorry boys. The powder ceiling has been shattered.

FILM SCHOOL
Class is in session when Warren Miller comes to the Monashees.

SNOWTECH 
Guides meld experience and technology to help decide where to ski.

A VIEW WITH A ROOM
Not your average backcountry hut. 

MILLIONS OF FEET; MILLIONS OF MEMORIES
They say the first million is the hard part.

THE FOOD CHAIN
Culinary passion and sustainability are forefront at CMH.
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Erin Fiddick 
Guest Services Coordinator, Revelstoke 
 
The daughter of an RCMP officer, Erin 
grew up in various locations across BC, 
though it was martial arts, not skiing, 
that commanded her sporting focus. Her 
fighting skills eventually led her eastward, 
to a training stint with the legendary Hart 
Brothers School of Wrestling and the brink 
of a professional career. The call of the wild 
proved too strong, however. Erin returned 
to the west, where she met and married 
CMH guide Fridjon Thorleifsson. As for 
skiing, says Erin, “I’m not a super hotshot 
and I missed skiing opportunities because 
I didn’t want to hold anyone back. But this 
season I’m poised and ready.”

Chris Mink 
Navigation Manager 
 
“Somebody always loses their way, that’s 
a given,” says Chris. “But by working 
with the areas and being creative about 
getting guests to where they have to 
go—that’s my job.” Last season posed 
its share of challenges, like the day when 
avalanches closed roads and seven CMH 
buses got trapped in Golden. Fortunately, 
though, Chris is an expert at Plan B. “A 
propane truck flipped on the highway up 
near McBride, and it wound up burning 
for several days. So we decided to do a 
heli exchange over the wreck and on to 
Prince George. That was exciting.”

Andrea Lustenberger  
Lodge Manager, Monashees 
 
With a father, Peter, who was a longtime 
ski shop manager at various CMH 
lodges, Andrea grew up in Invermere, BC 
surrounded by the skiing lifestyle. She 
raced in all disciplines at Panorama as 
well as with the ski team at the University 
of British Columbia, where she earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree. But despite 
her dad’s trade, she was slow to follow his 
tracks. “It was only when I got older that 
people I respected kept telling me that 
CMH has the best skiing in the world,” she 
says. “That’s why I came here, and that’s 
why I stay.”




